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(AccessMedicine is your go-to Access collection of medical learning resources

featuring hundreds of books, review questions, cases, videos, podcasts,

infographics, interactive 3D modules, and more across the basic sciences and

clinical specialties.)
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Climate change refers to the effects of accumulated greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the ) e
atmosphere on long-term weather patterns. Anthropogenic emissions—in particular from 2 DOW n load C ha pt er P D '.- : mqgﬂw am Lﬁaw‘] %{jou Lmaj
the burning of fossil fuels and land conversion=have increased mean global temperatures

by approximately 1.1* Celsius above preindustrial levels. Extreme weather events, including
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frequent and lead to resource scarcity (including access to safe drinking water and food),

increased environmental pellution and degradation, violent conflict, and precarious
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migration. The climate crisis thus has direct consequences for human health (Fig. 473-1),

the practice of medicine, and the stability of health care systems and as such represents a

health emergency. See Chap. 474 for an overview of climate science. 5 S’ ea pch BOO k : a%%’]ﬁa%" aﬂ'] UT% L éa‘
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Climate change impacts a wide range of health outcomes. This figure 6 A n notat‘ e: T‘t‘ Eﬂ‘l?%‘u Q@{j%‘hﬂ ?JD‘IQ% 0\13\1 a(fl‘\laﬂ'ﬂ &l
illustrates the most significant climate change impacts (rising temperatures,

more extreme weather, rising sea levels, and increasing carbon dioxide

levels), their effect on exposures, and the subsequent health outcomes that
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EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON HEALTH
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